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Media Release

CEO/Registrar of engineering licensing body joins initiative to improve integration of foreign-trained professionals in the Greater Toronto Area

Toronto (September 15, 2003) -- Professional Engineers Ontario (PEO) is pleased to announce that PEO Registrar/CEO Mr. Kim Allen, MBA, P.Eng., has been appointed a member of the newly-formed Toronto Region Immigrant Employment Council (TRIEC), with representatives of other professional regulatory bodies, to provide leadership to make the Greater Toronto Area a centre of excellence in integrating immigrants. 

"Every year, PEO deals with an increasing number of foreign-trained applicants, since so many immigrants come to Ontario, especially Toronto, and many of these work in engineering occupations," said Allen.

"Since about one third of the approximately 65,000 licensed professional engineers in Ontario were educated outside Canada, internationally trained professionals are an important part of our profession," he added.  "Access to practice in Ontario for those who received their engineering education and experience elsewhere is an issue on which PEO has been working for some time."

PEO encourages prospective immigrants to begin the application process from outside Canada, before they finalize their immigration plans, so that qualified applicants may begin practicing in Ontario without unnecessary delays.  Since January 2002, prospective immigrants have been able to begin the application process with PEO from outside Canada, access definitive information about the legislated requirements for a professional engineer (P.Eng.) licence in Ontario, the acceptability of their qualifications for P.Eng. licensing, and any additional experience, examination or educational requirements they might need to fulfil to obtain their Ontario P.Eng. licence.

PEO grants a licence to practise engineering in Ontario to all qualified applicants.  In recent years, PEO has almost doubled the number of P.Eng. licences granted to internationally trained applicants, more than 60 per cent of whom meet the academic requirements for licensure without writing technical exams. 

As well, with changes to the Professional Engineers Act, effective February 2003, PEO is now permitted to issue provisional licences to applicants who qualify for licensing as professional engineers with the exception of completing 12 months Canadian work experience under a Canadian professional engineer.  

PEO anticipates that provisional licensing and new programs such as the mentoring programs supported by the Toronto Region Immigrant Employment Council as well as the Ontario Society of Professional Engineers Pathways program will help the immigrants obtain Canadian working experience required to ensure applicants are familiar and conversant with relevant codes, regulations and standards of engineering practice. 

The provisional licence provides employers and applicants with the assurance that an internationally qualified engineering practitioner has satisfied the academic and expected professional practice and ethics requirements for licensing in Ontario and the majority of the engineering experience requirements. 

PEO administers the Professional Engineers Act by licensing professional engineers and setting standards for and regulating engineering in Ontario, so that the public interest is served and protected. Rigorously educated, experienced, and committed to a Code of Ethics that puts the public interest first, licensed professional engineers can be identified by the P.Eng. after their names. 

PEO licenses Ontario's 65,000 professional engineers, grants limited, temporary and provisional licences, and permits 3,900 firms and individuals to offer engineering services to the public under Certificates of Authorization. 

PEO disciplines professional engineers, other licence holders and firms that fail to maintain the profession's technical and ethical standards, and prosecutes in the Courts those practising professional engineering without a licence, or using a term, title or designation that may lead others to believe they are entitled to practise.
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For additional information or interviews, please contact: 

Gayle Aitken, Manager, Research and Communications 

Tel: 416-224-9528, ext. 425; 800-339-3716, ext. 425 Email: gaitken@peo.on.ca 

David Smith, Communications Coordinator

Tel: 416-224-9528, ext. 402; 800-339-3716, ext. 402 Email: dsmith@peo.on.ca
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