Dear Colleagues,
February 2nd, 2004

On December 21st, 2003 we had the first meeting organized after our Association was officially registered with the Ministry of Consumer and Business Services.  We received Letters Patent for incorporation of a Corporation without share capital. Prior to that, we contacted Professional Engineers of Ontario with a request for consent for use of the name Association of Bulgarian Engineers in Canada. A Legal Affairs Representative of PEO reviewed our By-Laws and our objectives, and issued consent to the incorporation of the Association of Bulgarian Engineers in Canada under the provision of the Ontario Business Corporations Act. I showed to all Members in that meeting the two Letters.

Another important point of the schedule was the election for members of the Council. In total, the meeting voted for 7 members. After filing our first return to the Companies and Personal Property Security Branch, we where advised, that under new legislation, a non-profit Corporation must report a minimum of three directors. In the light of these changes, our elected members for the Council will take the following positions:

   President……………………………………....Pauline (Loultcheva) Lawrence

   Vice-President……………….………………..Nikolay Paskalev

   Director Operation in Ontario………………...Dimitre Azmanski

   Director Public Relation outside Ontario……..Boyka Pachova 

   Director of Communication (web)……………Maxim Stefanov

   The Treasurer…………………………………Tonia Bojkova

   Secretary……………………………………...Yordanka Zaharieva 

Another question of our schedule was vote for membership fees. After short discussion, the members decided the membership fees to be 50 dollars per year.

The meeting ended with group picture of all present members of the newly registered Association. We would like to ask all members having pictures from previous meetings, to keep them, so we may choose some of them for the new web site.

   I would like to thank all members that came to the meeting, at a time that was so busy for every family, but I am happy we made it. Our Council, we all are going to work towards creating a structure for the new Association, which will permit high efficiency in the work and fast results. We have a plan to organize modern, highly technical operation with territorial jurisdiction extending throughout the province of Ontario. Our goal is our membership list to rise to 100 members in the first year. At the present time we have 87 members, 5 of them are from Alberta. Most of the fees, which we will collect, will go for the web site, office supplies, rent for hall for our meetings and legal consultations (if we may need). We know that for some new emigrant the membership fees will be high, so we are accepting also donation for covering the rent, which is 100 per meeting. As you see, the first year will be very important for establishing the fundamentals of the Association. The reconnaissance work has been started already. We have been exchanging ideas and experiences with similar Associations of neighboring countries of origin such as Rumania and Poland. The Association of Polish Engineers of Canada has been registered since 1944. They are already well established in Canada and ready to share theirs organizational tips. We are closely watching also “Mohandes”(Canadian Society of Iranian Engineers and Architects), “Cassa”- Council of Agencies supporting South Asian Professionals and Chinese Professional Association of Canada. They all have membership list way over 100. We, we will start the way we can, and I am asking everyone of you if you know Engineers of Bulgarian origin Please, spread the word, let them know about us, let them join us. We will listen you, we will listen about your professional dreams, and we will listen about your experience. And that will shape our own Association, our own way- Bulgarian way, of helping each other, showing to the world who we are and what some of us have accomplished. I am using this occasion to reassure you, that there are Colleagues that are doing already that, for example signing and authorizing diploma translations, helping with jobs in theirs own businesses. Mr. Hristo Todorov Ph.D., Mr. George Pushev Ph.D., Mr. Simeon Simeonov, Mr. Ivan Branekov. I know that we will discover real pure diamonds between us; it is only matter of time. Come and give us your story, this is our history and that shouldn’t be lost. Our Association will promote professional and social activities between the Members for fast technical information and better life in Canada.

 I hope to see you on the next meeting. 

 Best Regards,

 Pauline 

